
PPCA Summer Work 
English I Honors 
Teacher:  Victoria Williams 
Email:  victoria.williams@ppcacademy.net 
 
Text:  Animal Farm by George Orwell 
URL option 1:  https://www.openrightslibrary.com/animal-farm-ebook/ 
URL option 2:  http://www.huzheng.org/geniusreligion/AnimalFarm.pdf 
 
ELA BEST Standards 
ELA.10.R.1.1: Analyze how key elements enhance or add layers of meaning and/or style in a 
literary text. 
ELA.10.R.1.2: Analyze and compare universal themes and their development throughout a 
literary text. 
ELA.10.R.1.3: Analyze coming of age experiences reflected in a text and how the author 
represents conflicting perspectives. 
 
Directions 

1. Read Animal Farm by George Orwell. (Two free online options are provided above.) 
2. Be prepared to participate in in-depth Socratic discussions about the text when we return 

to school. 
3. Write an essay to answer ONE of the following prompt options (a, b, or c): 

a. Analyze how key elements enhance or add layers of meaning and/or style in 
Animal Farm. 

i. Key elements of a literary text are setting, plot, characterization, conflict, 
point of view, theme, and tone. 

ii. There are four (4) possible layers of meaning: 
1. Layer 1) the literal level, what the words actually mean 
2. Layer 2) mood, those feelings that are evoked in the reader 
3. Layer 3) tone, the author’s attitude 
4. Layer 4) author’s purpose (interpretation of author’s purpose as it 

is often inferred) 
b. Analyze and compare universal themes and their development throughout Animal 

Farm. 
i. A universal theme is an idea that applies to anyone, anywhere, regardless 

of cultural differences. 
ii. Examples include but are not limited to:  

1. an individual’s or a community’s confrontation with nature;  

https://www.openrightslibrary.com/animal-farm-ebook/
http://www.huzheng.org/geniusreligion/AnimalFarm.pdf


2. an individual’s struggle toward understanding, awareness, and/or 
spiritual enlightenment;  

3. the tension between the ideal and the real;  
4. the conflict between human beings and advancements in 

technology/science;  
5. the impact of the past on the present;  
6. the inevitability of fate;  
7. the struggle for equality; 
8. and the loss of innocence. 

c. Analyze coming of age experiences reflected in Animal Farm and how author 
George Orwell represents conflicting perspectives of various characters. 

i. Coming of age experiences are the situations and happenings of life that 
open our eyes to see the realities of the world and strip us of childhood 
innocence. 
 

Essay Directions 
-- Your essay should be a total of 500-700 words in length with multiple paragraphs. 
-- Grammar and mechanics, organization, and use of textual evidence should align with 10th 
grade standards expectations. 
-- Your essay should be typed using MLA formatting AND printed out to turn in. If you do not 
have access to a printer, I will share instructions for turning in on the first day of class. 
-- Use the Google Docs Report MLA template to type your essay so that it is already set up in 
MLA format. 
-- If it becomes necessary to turn in summer work digitally, I will give instructions on how to 
proceed during the first week of school. Your work should be done prior to that! 
 
Essay Due Date:  the first day of class, 2020 
 
 
Email me if you have questions. 
I look forward to working with you this year! 
-- Ms. Williams 


